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PROGRAMMABLE MULTICHANNEL
SIGNAL SELECTOR

BACKGROUND

In electronics, a multiplexer (“MUX”) is a device that
performs the process of multiplexing, i.e. selecting one of a
number of signal inputs to provide a single signal output.
The selection of a signal input is accomplished by a selector
input which may be a single line if the MUX has only two
inputs and which has multiple lines if the MUX has more
than two inputs. In general, a MUX having 2” inputs has n
select lines (“select line bus™).

Various input signals can be applied to the inputs of a
MUX, including analog and digital signals. If all of the input
signals are analog signals, the MUX may be referred to as
an “analog MUX?”, and if all of the input signals are digital
signals, the MUX may be referred to as a “digital MUX.”

One area of technology which often uses an analog MUX
is that of data acquisition (“DAQ”). DAQ systems convert
analog electrical signals representing real world physical
conditions into digital electrical signals for subsequent digi-
tal processing using an analog-to-digital converter (“ADC”)
which samples (or oversamples) the analog input signal to
provide a digital output representing the magnitude of the
analog input at the time of the sampling. Since accurate and
high-speed ADCs are relatively expensive, a MUX is often
used to coordinate multiple input “channels” to be input into
an ADC.

FIG. 1 illustrates a conventional DAQ circuit 10 which
may be implemented as a packaged integrated circuit 12.
The DAQ circuit 10 includes an analog MUX 14 provided
with analog input channels AIN(0)-AIN(2”-1) and a selector
input S. The DAQ circuit 10 further includes an ADC 16
having an input coupled to the analog output of MUX 14 to
provide a digital output DOUT.

The ADC 16 typically operates on the principle of over-
sampling by sampling the signal at the output of the MUX
14 with a sampling frequency that is significantly greater
than twice the highest frequency of the signal being
sampled. The conversion of the analog signal to a digital
signal is known as a “convert.” The channel of the MUX 14
is selected by the CHSEL( ) (channel select) bus which, in
this example, is an n-line bus having lines CHSEL(0)-
CHSEL(n-1). As a more concrete example, if n=4, the
CHSEL( ) bus is a four-line bus and can control a 2*=16
channel MUX 14.

With continuing reference to FIG. 1, an optional register
18 may be provided as part of the channel select circuitry. A
first example register 18A is shown in FIG. 2A and a second
example register 18B is shown in FIG. 2B. As will be
discussed, these registers allow for a limited amount of user
configuration of the channel select sequence for the MUX
14.

In FIG. 2A, a 4-bit register 18A of the prior art is
illustrated. This register can be used to configure the channel
select sequence of MUX 14 in a “manual” mode. For
example, a user can input the channel number to be selected
by writing the channel number to the register. In this
example, channel AIN(9) has been selected by entering the
binary number “1001” at a time t and, at a time t+1 (typically
the next clock cycle), the ADC converts the signal sampled
on channel AIN(9). Alternatively, register 18A can be used
to configure the channel select sequence of MUX 14 in a
“scan channels” mode. For example, a user can input a
maximum channel number M by writing the channel number
to the register such that the channels are scanned from
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channel AIN(0) to AIN(M) in a repetitive fashion for con-
version by the ADC. The sequence can be repeated without
further instruction.

FIG. 2B illustrates an alternative register 18B which, in
this example, is 16 bits long. Register 18B can be used to
scan a custom set of channels. In this example, channels
AIN(1), AIN(3), AIN(6), AIN(7), AIN(9), AIN(11), AIN
(14), AIN(15) have been selected. The ADC converts these
channels in ascending order, and the sequence may be
repeated without further instruction.

A problem encountered with the use of registers in DAQ
circuits of the prior art is that the configurability of the
channel select pattern is quite limited. For example, prior art
DAQ circuits, even if they have a scanning mode, only scan
in an ascending order. Furthermore, the channel select
patterns are quite limited and do not account for the needs
of customers who wish to convert analog signals of different
frequencies. This can result in gross oversampling of low
frequency input signals and, therefore, less efficient system
performance.

Another problem encountered with conventional DAQ
circuit such as the one illustrated in FIG. 1 is that they create
significant overhead with respect to a microcontroller or
digital signal processor (“DSP”) writing to the register. That
is, each time a different channel of the MUX 14 is selected,
an external processor must make the necessary calculations
and input the channel select signal to select the proper
channel. Since the external processor is often involved in
other processes, this is a significant load on the processor
any may tie up some of the system busses.

These and other limitations of the prior art will become
apparent to those of skill in the art upon a reading of the
following descriptions and a study of the several figures of
the drawing.

SUMMARY

In an embodiment, set forth by way of example and not
limitation, a signal selector includes a multiplexer having 2”
signal inputs, a signal output and an n-bit bus control input.
In alternate embodiments, the multiplexer may have mul-
tiple outputs, such as for differential signals. The signal
selector, in this example, further includes a controller having
a digital memory and clocked logic, where the controller has
a control output coupled to the control input of the multi-
plexer. The digital memory, in this example, is preferably
configured as a plurality of n-bit data words which are
independently addressable by the clocked logic.

In an embodiment, set forth by way of example and not
limitation, an integrated circuit includes a semiconductor
chip and an integrated circuit package enclosing the chip.
The semiconductor chip includes a converter and a control-
ler, where the controller includes a digital memory and
clocked logic and has a control output including an n-bit bus.
In this example embodiment, the digital memory is config-
ured as a plurality of data words which are independently
addressable by the clocked logic, wherein each of the
plurality of data words includes at least n data bits.

In an embodiment, set forth by way of example and not
limitation, a programmable multichannel data converter
includes a multiplexer having a plurality of input channels,
an output and a channel selector input, a converter having an
input coupled to the output of the multiplexer, and a con-
troller having a user-configurable memory stack and control
circuitry, the controller having a channel selector output
coupled to the multiplexer.
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In an embodiment, set forth by way of example and not
limitation, a method for autonomous data acquisition
sequencing includes initializing a multichannel data con-
verter for autonomous operation including inputting and
storing a plurality of sequence codes in a multi-word read/
write memory of the multichannel data converter, and
autonomously operating the multichannel data converter by
sequentially addressing words of the digital memory and
reading sequence codes, activating a sequence of channel
inputs based, at least in part, upon the plurality of sequence
codes and acquiring data derived from channel inputs.

An advantage of certain embodiments set forth herein is
that the selection of channels becomes extremely flexible,
thereby increasing the efficiency of the system. Another
advantage of certain embodiments set forth herein is that the
apparatus can operate autonomously, decreasing the demand
on external logic devices and systems.

These and other embodiments and advantages and other
features disclosed herein will become apparent to those of
skill in the art upon a reading of the following descriptions
and a study of the several figures of the drawing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Several example embodiments will now be described with
reference to the drawings, wherein like components are
provided with like reference numerals. The example
embodiments are intended to illustrate, but not to limit, the
invention. The drawings include the following figures:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a conventional multichannel
data converter;

FIG. 2A is an example of a register of a multichannel data
converter as illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 2B is another example of a register of a multichannel
data converter as illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a first example embodiment
of a programmable multichannel data converter;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a second example embodi-
ment of a programmable multichannel data converter; and

FIG. 5 is an illustration of an example operation of the
second example embodiment of FIG. 4.

DETAILED DESCRIPTIONS

FIGS. 1, 2A and 2B were discussed with reference to the
prior art. In FIG. 3, a programmable multichannel data
converter 10A, set forth by way of example and not limi-
tation, may be implemented as an integrated circuit 12A.
Typically, integrated circuit 12A includes the digital and
analog circuitry formed on one or more semiconductor
substrates and packaged within a plastic or ceramic body. A
plurality of electrically conductive leads extend from the
body of the IC to allow power, ground, and various signals
to be applied to the circuitry within the integrated circuit.

In the non-limiting example of FIG. 3, a conventional
analog MUX 14A and ADC 16A may be used as discussed
with reference to the prior art. Multichannel data converter
10A further includes a controller 20 including a user con-
figurable memory stack 22 A and stack control circuitry 24A.
The memory stack 22A has a width W and a depth D.

As used herein, “memory stack™ or “stack” will refer to
read/write memory configured to store two or more words of
memory. By “word of memory” or “word” it is meant two
or more bits of digital information which may be addressed
by a single address. The stack can comprise random access
memory (RAM) such as static random access memory
(SRAM), dynamic random access memory (DRAM), flash
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memory, etc. The stack can be configured in a number of
different fashions including random access, first-in-first-out
(FIFO) stacks, last-in-last-out (LIFO) stacks, etc. The stack
may also comprise a plurality of registers which are
“addressed” by a clock signal (i.e. the counter 24 is not
required in some embodiments).

The stack control circuitry 24 A can be as simple as a clock
interface to the stack 22A, if the stack 22A is configured, for
example, as D registers of W bits. In another non-limiting
example, the stack control circuitry can be a counter which
is incremented (or decremented) by the system clock SCLK.
The output of the counter 24A can serve as the address of a
word in the stack 22A and thus provides for the selection of
the one of the channels of the MUX 14A.

By providing a stack 22A which is more than a simple
register, and by providing control circuitry 24A, the multi-
channel data converter becomes much more versatile. In the
above example, the number of channels that can be
sequenced has expanded to the depth D of the stack 22A. If,
for example, the depth D is 256, a pattern of 256 channels
can be selected. Furthermore, channels can be selected in
ascending, descending and random orders, and high-fre-
quency channels can be selected more frequently than
low-frequency channels to increase the efficiency of the
sampling process. Still further, once “programmed” with a
desired sequence, the multichannel data converter 10A can
operate autonomously, i.e. without, for example, any over-
head burden on an external microcontroller or DSP.

In the example of FIG. 3, the MUX 14A has 2” input
channels requiring an n-bit bus at its S input. Also, in these
examples, the width W of the stack, which is its word length,
is also n. In many commercial applications, n will be at least
4, providing 16 input channels. In such embodiments, the
depth D may be at least D=16 (to provide the ability to
address each of the 16 channels at least once in a cycle) and,
in certain embodiments, may be D=256 to provide many
options as to the selection of the input channels.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of another embodiment, set
forth by way of example and not limitation, of a multichan-
nel data converter 10B which, as in the previous example,
may use a conventional MUX 14B and ADC 16B. The
multichannel data converter 10B further includes a control-
ler 20B including a user configurable memory stack 22B,
stack control circuitry 24B and a configuration register 26.
The multichannel data converter 10B also includes reference
voltage circuitry 28, a buffer 30 and a serial output 32. In
certain alternate embodiments, the REF input and reference
voltage circuitry 28 may be omitted.

Various input/output (“I/O”) are illustrated by way of
example and not limitation in FIG. 4. A brief description of
the example /O is set forth below in Table 1.

TABLE 1

AIN() Analog inputs to MUX.

DVDD Voltage source for the digital electronics

REF Reference (optional)

REF+ Positive reference bypass voltage. e.g. REF+ =
GND(COM) + REF/2

GND(COM) Reference common bypass. e.g. COM = 13/25 * DVDD

REF- Negative reference bypass voltage. e.g. REF- =
GND(COM) - REF/2

DOUT Data output

EOC End-of-conversion output

DIN Data in

[} Chip select to activate the control circuitry

SCLK System clock

CNVST Conversion start input

DGND Data ground
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TABLE 1-continued

GND
VDD

System ground
Voltage source for analog electronics

The control circuitry 24B, in this non-limiting example,
may be more sophisticated than the control circuitry
described in previous examples. The control circuitry 24B
can, by way of non-limiting examples, be implemented by
one or more of discrete logic, a microcontroller and a state
machine. The control circuitry 24B can implement relatively
complex processes to autonomously control the operation of
the multichannel data converter without any of the afore-
mentioned overhead burden on, for example, an external
microcontroller or DSP.

In an embodiment, set forth by way of example and not
limitation, the stack 22B can include program instructions.
To facilitate this embodiment, the width W of the stack 22B
is greater than n. For example, the width W of the stack 22B
can be 2n. In this way, n bits may be dedicated to program
instructions and n bits can be dedicated to channel select
data. When the control circuitry 24B addresses a word of the
stack 22B which includes a program instruction, it can
execute that program instruction or place it in a stack for
future processing. Examples of program instructions include
jump, skip, skip back, go to start, conditionals, etc. In this
fashion, a user may cause the multichannel data converter to
become fully programmable to perform complex and/or
dynamic channel selection sequences.

In FIG. 5, a multichannel data converter 10B is packaged
as an integrated circuit 12B having a body 34 and a number
of'leads 36. A number of the aforementioned 1/O signals may
be multiplexed to reduce the lead (“pin”) count of the
integrated circuit 12B. In certain alternative embodiment,
certain signals may not be necessary (e.g. the REF-signal on
pin 16 and the CNVST signal on pin 15) so that all 16
outputs can be used without multiplexing.

Also shown in FIG. 5§ are analog electrical signals of
different frequencies which are applied to channels 1-14.
More particularly, very high frequency signals are applied to
channels 1 and 2, a fully differential signal of an interme-
diate frequency is applied to channels 3 and 4, and low
frequency signals are applied to channels 5-14.

The desired sequencing of the channels can be pro-
grammed into the controller 20B by initializing the multi-
channel data converter including inputting and storing a set
of sequence codes in the multi-word, read/write memory of
stack 22B. This can be accomplished, by way of non-
limiting example, using selecting the control circuitry 24B
with the CS input and entering the data serially via the DIN
port. The “sequence codes” can be a series of words stored
in the stack 22B which comprise data, program instructions,
or both. Once initialized, the multichannel data converter
10B can operate autonomously as noted above.

The multichannel data converter 10B is very flexible and
can be programmed to operate in a great number of ways. As
a general design rule, high frequency channels should be
selected more frequently than lower frequency channels, and
channels comprising differential signals should be selected
sequentially. By way of non-limiting example, the channels
illustrated in FIG. 5 might be selected as follows:

1/2/1/2/1/2/3/4/1/2/1/2/1/2/3/4/1/2/1/2/1/2/3/4/5/1/2/1/2/
1/2/3/4/1/2/1/2/1/2/3/4/1/2/1/2/1/2/3/4/6 etc.

In this way, the highest frequency channels are sampled
the most frequently, the medium frequency channels are
sampled less frequently and the low frequency channels are
sampled only occasionally.
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It should be noted that the foregoing embodiments were
directed to multichannel data converters by way of non-
limiting examples. However, there are other applications
where input signal selection is useful. For example, a data
hub may have digital inputs at different frequencies and it
may be useful to sequence the inputs in preference to the
frequency of its data signal. In such embodiments, by way
of non-limiting example, a signal selector may include a
multiplexer and a controller which can operate autono-
mously. The multiplexer may, for example, have a number
of input signals, a signal output and a control input and the
controller may include a digital memory and clocked logic.
A control output of the controller may be coupled to the
control input of the multiplexer such that words of the digital
memory can be independently addressable by the clocked
logic.

It should also be appreciated that a MUX does not need
to be integrated with a converter and a controller. For
example, an integrated circuit may include a semiconductor
chip having a converter and a controller enclosed within an
integrated chip package. In this example embodiment, the
converter has may have an input and an output and the
controller may include a digital memory, clocked logic and,
preferably, an n-bit bus. In this non-limiting example, the
digital memory may be configured as a plurality o (i.e. two
or more) data words which are independently addressable by
the clocked logic, where each of the data words includes n
data bits. In this example embodiment, the package may
include a number of pins including pins electrically coupled
to the input and the output of the converter and to the n-bit
bus of the controller and the clocked logic may be at least
one of a counter and control circuitry.

Although various embodiments have been described
using specific terms and devices, such description is for
illustrative purposes only. The words used are words of
description rather than of limitation. It is to be understood
that changes and variations may be made by those of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the spirit or
the scope of the present invention, which is set forth in the
following claims. In addition, it should be understood that
aspects of various other embodiments may be interchanged
either in whole or in part. It is therefore intended that the
claims be interpreted in accordance with the true spirit and
scope of the invention without limitation or estoppel.

What is claimed is:

1. A signal selector comprising:

an analog multiplexer having 2” analog signal inputs, an
analog signal output and an n-bit bus digital control
input;

a controller comprising a digital memory arranged as a
stack having a width W and a depth D, a configuration
register and control circuitry including clocked logic
which is bidirectionally coupled to said digital memory
to support both read and write operations on said digital
memory and unidirectionally coupled to said configu-
ration register to write to said configuration register,
said controller having a control output derived from
said configuration register that is coupled to said n-bit
bus digital control input of said analog multiplexer, said
digital memory being configured as a plurality of D
data words which are independently addressable by
said clocked logic, wherein each of said plurality of D
data words includes n data bits, where W is greater than
n such that for each of said plurality of D data words,
some bits are dedicated to program instructions execut-
able by said control circuitry and some bits are dedi-
cated to channel select data, and wherein said clocked
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logic includes a counter and control circuitry including

at least one of discrete logic, a microcontroller and a

state machine, whereby the program instructions pro-

vide for autonomous operation;

an analog-to-digital converter (ADC) coupled to said
control circuitry and having an ADC analog input
coupled to said analog signal output of said analog
multiplexer and an ADC digital output;

a reference voltage circuit coupled to said ADC;

a serial output circuit coupled to said control circuitry;
and

a buffer coupled to said control circuitry and connecting
said ADC digital output to said serial output circuit.

2. An integrated circuit comprising:

a semiconductor chip including

an analog multiplexer having 2” analog signal inputs,
an analog signal output and an n-bit bus digital
control input;

a controller comprising a digital memory arranged as a
stack having a width W and a depth D, a configu-
ration register and control circuitry including
clocked logic which is bidirectionally coupled to said
digital memory to support both read and write opera-
tions on said digital memory and unidirectionally
coupled to said configuration register to write to said
configuration register, said controller having a con-
trol output derived from said configuration register
that is coupled to said n-bit bus digital control input
of said analog multiplexer, said digital memory
being configured as a plurality of D data words
which are independently addressable by said clocked
logic, wherein each of said plurality of D data words
includes n data bits, where W is greater than n such
that for each of said plurality of D data words, some
bits are dedicated to program instructions executable
by said control circuitry and some bits are dedicated
to channel select data, and wherein said clocked
logic includes a counter and control circuitry includ-
ing at least one of discrete logic, a microcontroller
and a state machine, whereby the program instruc-
tions provide for autonomous operation;

an analog-to-digital converter (ADC) coupled to said
control circuitry and having an ADC analog input
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coupled to said analog signal output of said analog
multiplexer and an ADC digital output;

a reference voltage circuit coupled to said ADC;

a serial output circuit coupled to said control circuitry;
and

a buffer coupled to said control circuitry and connect-
ing said ADC digital output to said serial output
circuit; and

a package enclosing said semiconductor chip.

3. A programmable multichannel data converter compris-
ing:

an analog multiplexer having 2” input channels, an output

and a channel selector input having a n-bit bus;

an analog-to-digital converter (ADC) having an input

coupled to said output of said multiplexer;

a reference voltage circuit coupled to said ADC;

a buffer coupled to an output of said ADC;

a serial output coupled to said buffer; and

a controller comprising a user-configurable memory

stack, a counter and control circuitry, said controller
having a channel selector output coupled to said mul-
tiplexer, said controller being coupled to said ADC,
said buffer and said serial output, wherein said memory
stack is 2n bits wide and includes n bits reserved for
program instructions, wherein the control circuitry is
responsive to the program instructions to provide for
autonomous operation of the multichannel data con-
verter, wherein the controller comprises clocked logic
which is bidirectionally coupled to said memory stack
to support both read and write operations on said
memory stack and unidirectionally coupled to a con-
figuration register to write to said configuration regis-
ter.

4. A programmable multichannel data converter as recited
in claim 3 wherein said memory stack is at least 16 words
deep.

5. A programmable multichannel data converter as recited
in claim 3 wherein said memory stack is at least 256 words
deep.

6. A programmable multichannel data converter as recited
in claim 3 wherein said control circuitry is at least one of
discrete logic, a microcontroller and a state machine.
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